
	  
	  

51st Annual Fall Show and Sale – Winning Entries 
Congratulations to the award winners in the Annual Fall Show and Sale for 2019.  
Awards Judge Julie Riker selected the winners, and provided enlightening comments 
for the best of show, awards of excellence and merit, and honorable mention entries. 
We were delighted that most of the winners were able to attend the presentation of 
awards during the November 3 reception. The award winners were: 
BEST OF SHOW 
Chris Buchholz for his watercolor Hemlock Shadows 
(at right)  
 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE: 
Sharon Benner – oil/acrylic; Melinda Bitzel – 3-D; 
Loretta Conner – other media; Jean Macaluso – 
photography/digital arts; and John Walker – watercolor 
 

AWARDS OF MERIT: 
Elizabeth Alexander – photography/ digital arts; Kirby 
Heltebridle – oil/acrylic; Barbara Hess – other media; Eric Miller – watercolor; and 
Prudence Reichart – 3-D 
 

HONORABLE MENTIONS: 
Joanne Bast and Jim Mackey – 3-D; Robert Campbell and Edna Stinefelt – 
watercolor; Anne Cherry and Carla Long – photography/digital arts; Mary Moores and 
Charlotte Yealey – other media; and Steve Nevada and Felicity Sidwell – oil/acrylic 
 

STUDENT MEMBER WINNERS 
Award of Excellence:  Sarah Lenker – photography 
Award of Merit:  Dorothy Marquet – photography 
Honorable Mention: Meah King – drawing 
 

Six additional artists received Judge’s Choice ribbons: Chris Buchholz, watercolor; 
Maureen Crum, oil/acrylic; Jeff Little, photography; Debra Robertson, watercolor; 
Rebecca Yates Shorb, pastel; and Jane West, acrylic. 

Holiday Gallery and More in December 
All members with entries in the Fall Show are encouraged to leave their work in the 
gallery through the rest of the year. Anyone who has not yet had an opportunity to see 
this high-quality exhibit should stop in the gallery while the work is still on display. 
Giving the gift of art at Christmas is a wonderful way to enrich the lives of the people we 
care about! The Gallery has been decorated and filled with a wide array of giftable fine 
art and handcrafts at all price points in time for Black Friday and Small Business 
Saturday. An open house during Small Business Saturday, November 30, kicks off the 
season! All members should have seen reminders to bring work to the gallery for the 
holiday shopping season; if you didn’t get the word, or missed the dropoff date, please 
promptly bring in any items you would like to have on display through Christmas. 
The Downtown Hanover Cookie Stroll on December 14 promises to bring many visitors 
into the gallery. You’re welcome to donate cookies we can share during the event. 
Emily Wantz will have a cookie decorating activity for kids during the morning.   
We’ll be closed both Christmas and New Year’s Day. Regardless of how you and your 
loved ones celebrate during this holiday season, may your celebration be filled with 
love, good health and happiness.

Dates to Note: 
 

Nov 29: Black Friday kicks off 
holiday shopping season 

Nov 30: Small Business 
Saturday and Open House 
at gallery, 10-3 

Dec 9: Board meeting, 6:30pm 
Dec 14: Downtown Hanover’s 

Cookie Stroll 
Dec 25: Merry Christmas!  
Dec 31: Gallery closing at 1pm  
Jan 1: Happy New Year! 

Gallery closed 
Jan 3-11: SWHS Drawing & 

Painting 4 Exhibit in West 
Gallery 

Jan 7 & 21: Artist payments 
Jan 8 - Mar 2: Art by Arts Guild 

members  
Jan 10: Reception for SWHS 
     Exhibit, 7-9pm  
Jan 11: Demo Day, 10am-

3pm 
Jan13: Board meeting, 6:30pm 
Jan 20 & 31: Reimbursement 

requests due 
Jan 25: Framing demo by Eric 

Miller, 1:30-3 
 

Gallery Hours: 
  Tue-Thu: 10am-5pm 
  Fri: 10am-7pm thru Dec 
        10am-5pm beginning Jan 
  Sat: 10am-3pm 
  Closed Sun & Mon 
 

Help us keep the gallery 
open by volunteering to 
work at the front desk! 

 

Website: 
   www.hanoverareaarts.com 
 

Contact us: 
717-632-2521, or by email: 
info@hanoverareaarts.com 
 

Hanover Area Arts Guild is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization 
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January Exhibits in the Gallery 
The gallery schedule for January and February will feature member work, with no particular 
theme, except for a special display during the first week of January. It’s always a good idea 
to refresh the work you are showing, so please feel free to swap out Fall Show and Holiday 
Gallery work with different items. The optimum time to do this is the week between 
Christmas and the New Year. This helps to prepare the gallery for what’s become an 
annual partnership with South Western High School. For the fourth year, students in the 
Drawing and Painting 4 class will share the culmination of their coursework with a week-
long exhibit of work in a series that is meaningful to them as artists and as individuals. Our 
partnership with SWHS, which includes having the students become members of the Arts 
Guild, helps to reinforce the role of art in the students’ lives. The students will hang the 
show in the West (center) Gallery on January 3; it will be available to visitors until January 
11. A student-hosted reception on Friday, January 10 from 7-9pm is open to the public.  
In the Bittinger (front) Gallery during that week, and throughout the entire gallery until the 
end of February, member work of all kinds will be featured. Please help the gallery 
committee by leaving or bringing in work that will interest and encourage visitors during the 
doldrums of winter. 

Gallery Activities in January  
Just because it’s winter, don’t assume there’s nothing going on at the Arts Guild! 
Demo Day: Saturday, January 11 – this annual demonstration coincides with Downtown 
Hanover’s Second Saturday. All interested members are invited to set up a demonstration 
of your art or craft in the gallery with your fellow members. Past demo days have been a 
wonderful experience for member artists and visitors alike to see what our members are 
working on, and how they approach their creativity. All participating artists will be welcome 
to share in homemade soups and other treats during the event. Want to be a part of it? 
Please call the front desk and let us know you’ll be demonstrating, so we can plan the 
space needed for everyone who participates. 
Demonstration of Framing for Gallery Display: Saturday, January 25 – Eric Miller will show 
and explain materials and techniques needed to appropriately frame hanging work that 
meets the requirements for exhibit in our gallery and most others. The demonstration will 
run from 1:30 to 3pm. 

Front Show Windows Get a Makeover  
When you drive by or stop in the gallery this holiday season, be sure to check out the 
display in our entranceway show windows. The gallery committee stepped up to the 
marketing committee’s challenge to increase the “curb appeal” of the gallery. Lighting, 
presentation of artwork, and holiday décor should entice passersby to want to check out 
what’s inside.  
Many thanks to committee chairperson Jane West and the decorating team of Sharon 
Benner, Kirby Heltebridle, Juliann Perrin, and Deb Ruths for the image makeover. 

Winter Classes and Workshops 
The schedule for winter (December, January and February) 
classes and workshops is now available. Check out the entire 
schedule online, on Facebook, or at the gallery.   
A number of members specifically asked for a second 
workshop by Pam Wenger, so we’re happy to deliver! Pam will 
lead a Quick Sketch Watercolor Portraits workshop on 
Thursday and Friday, February 20 and 21 from 10-4. 
Participants will learn to paint portraits in watercolor in a 
spontaneous style that involves minimal layering and use of 
transparent colors. Pam’s self-portrait, right, is a great example 
of what the workshop will cover. The class size is limited to 14 
people – sign up early to avoid disappointment.   

New Members: 
 

We’re happy to welcome: 
 

Active/Adult: 
   Samantha Ballew 
   Allen Bittinger 
   Mary Bittinger 
   Melanie Caler 
   Dianne Fisher 
   Christopher Greening 
   Heath Hallman 
   Terry Harris 
   Debbie Shaw 
   Beth Thomson 
Student: 
   Katrina Bittinger 
   Maddy Flynn 
   Eleanor Greening 
   Koryn Grove 
   Scarlett Harris 
 

2018-2019 Board 
of Directors: 
 

Officers: 
Margaret Bria – President 
Andrew Smith – Vice Pres 
Carla Long – Treasurer  
Julie Miller – Secretary 
 
Members: 
   Teresa Aumen 
   Sharon Benner 
   Barbara Geesey 
   John Jurasic 
   Eric Miller 
   Rebecca Yates Shorb 
   Andrew Smith 
   Marie Betlyon Smith 
   Justin Wantz 
   Doug West 
   Jane West 
 
Sue Stonesifer has 
resigned from the board, 
where she served since 
August, 2016. 

Exhibit Opportunity 
Are you interested in 
being an Artist of the 

Month? We are setting the 
2020 schedule. Please 
contact the front desk if 

you would like to be in the 
2020 lineup.  

It’s a great way to 
showcase your art in a 

premium location! 



	  
	  
Artist of the Month: December  

Rebecca Yates Shorb, December’s Artist of the Month, is a 
plein air artist living and working in both Maine and 
Pennsylvania.  Becky received her teaching credentials in 
art from Frostburg University, then a masters in education 
from McDaniel, and taught in the Maryland Public School 
System for 28.5 years.  Upon retirement she began pursuing 
her own art in earnest and found her passion working in the 
outdoors of Maine.  
In addition to her involvement with the Arts Guild as an 
exhibiting artist, board member, committee member, and 
volunteer, Becky is a member of nine other arts 
organizations and venues. She has had work accepted 
into local, regional, national and international exhibitions, 
in which she is a frequent award winner. She is a 
signature member of the Degas Pastel Society, Pastel 
Painters of Maine and Maryland Pastel Society. Fifteen 
years ago she began doing the critique for Plein Air 
Painters – the Real Thing, a group of 25 painters in Mid-
Coast Maine. Becky and her husband Harold are avid art 
collectors and have a broad and extensive collection. 

Artist of the Month: January  
Photographer Elizabeth Sponseller is our Artist of the 
Month for January. A relative newcomer to the Arts Guild, 
Elizabeth has been a member for just a year. That has been 
a busy year for her, including both getting married to 
husband Brandon and becoming a mother too! Elizabeth 
credits her mother with getting her started in photography 
when she paid for a night class in digital photography at 
York College in 2015. That, and the gift of her first digital 
camera from her parents, forged the beginning of a 
photography business. 
Elizabeth enjoys trying any subject 
matter, finding the fun in taking any 
pictures, though her favorite is 
outdoor landscapes. Her Artist of 

the Month exhibit will be dedicated to her mother, who 
passed away from breast cancer in July 2018. Some of the 
pieces in the exhibit will be images her mother particularly 
loved, or from family trips.  

Arts Guild Members Out and About 
v  Harrisburg Area Community College will once again feature Arts Guild member artwork in their corridor gallery at the 
Gettysburg campus. Beginning January 10, work by Jerry Gadd, Sandy Gilpin, Kirby Heltebridle, Mary Moores, and 
Felicity Sidwell will be on display, through March 13 in the first floor of the Welcome Center building.  
v  Five Arts Guild members have a total of 13 works that were juried into and are on exhibit in the Chambersburg Council for 
the Arts 35th Annual Miniature Exhibition: Sharon Benner, Kirby Heltebridle, Jim Mackey, Eric Miller and Charlotte 
Yealey. Eric and Charlotte both received honorable mention awards. The exhibit is on display until December 20 at the 
gallery at 81 North Main Street in Chambersburg. 
v  Ellen Jenkins had a photograph juried into the Pennsylvania Center for Photography’s “Transformations” show in 
Doylestown in November. 
v  Jim Mackey will have two pieces on display from December 5 to January 7 in the Annual Community Art Show at 
Hagerstown’s Washington County Arts Council gallery. The opening reception is December 5, from 5-7pm. 
v  Rebecca Yates Shorb received a merit award at the 19th International Juried Show sponsored by the Pastel Society of 
Maine. Another of her works was juried into the Degas Pastel Society member show now on exhibit in New Orleans. 



	  

Oil Paintings Cleaned and 
Restored. 

Over 25 years experience.  
Studio of Stephen Stroup 

Phone 717-637-6506 or email 
sstroup@pa.net  

A Look in the Rearview Mirror 
The last issue of the newsletter each year reviews the highlights of the year coming to a close. Looking back is an opportunity 
to reflect on how the organization has changed and grown, significant events and undertakings, and how well our members’ 
needs are being met. Looking back also helps us to look ahead to 2020, and build on the positives (or learn from the 
negatives) of the year just past. Here are the highlights: 

• Pennsylvania’s Governor Tom Wolf visited the gallery in August!  
• Interesting, varied, and high-quality exhibits each month showcased member work throughout the year. 
• The number of members answering the call for involvement in committees and other volunteer opportunities 

increased, which accordingly increased the experience, expertise, and creativity on those committees. 
• The Artist of the Month space was moved inside the gallery to increase square footage and visibility.  
• Our first year of participation in Give Local York brought in more than $1400 in unanticipated donations; with the 

knowledge gained in 2019 we expect to do even better in 2020. 
• Three member-oriented events – the “Guild in the Garden” social event in August, the Bay City dinner in September, 

and the first “Share and Snack” session in November – brought a diverse mix of members together. Looking ahead: 
we plan to offer some kind of member-focused program or activity every other month in 2020, starting in January.  

In many ways, much of the significant progress made in 2019 was in the behind-the-scenes, administrative kind of activity that 
lacks the “wow” factor of, say, physical changes to the gallery, but sets the stage for growth and strengthening of the 
organization in the future. These include: 

• Starting to carry out strategic planning initiatives developed over the previous year that touched on membership, 
gallery, classes, and the finance/business of the Arts Guild. This will continue through 2020. 

• Conducting a member survey that gave insight into what the membership feels is needed and important. 
• Developing and passing a Mission Statement that helps clarify who we are as an Arts Guild. 
• Implementing financial systems and processes that provide stability and consistency for Arts Guild finances.  
• Establishing a marketing committee to focus on increasing visibility and promotion of the Arts Guild 
• Passing a budget that includes hiring a gallery manager who will be the focal point for communication for the Arts 

Guild, its members, sponsors, and the community at large. This is a huge step for the Arts Guild! The position was 
advertised; interviews will occur in December, with a hire date anticipated in January. 

This year as always, our volunteers were the backbone of the organization, without whom we could not exist. From the board 
to committees to front desk volunteers and those who just pitch in and help with spring cleaning, receptions, or special events, 
those hours of service to the Arts Guild are simply invaluable. Thank you each and every one! 

Have You Looked at the Website Lately? 
As part of the ongoing effort to improve the Arts Guild’s image and visibility, as well as to 
improve the usability and navigation of our website, www.hanoverareaarts.org, the website 
has had a makeover. Many thanks to Doug West for giving his talents and efforts in 
creating a different look and feel to the site. It now includes more dynamic images, easier 
navigation, and new features, such as calendars identifying when classes and other gallery 
events occur, which Andy Smith has been instrumental in implementing. This is still a 
work in progress – stay tuned!  
Member webpages continue to be a big part of our web presence; your patience during the 
rebuilding process is much appreciated. Guidelines for member artwork pages will be 
available soon to ensure that all members know the scope of what is included and how 
their pages are set up and maintained. 	  
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Hanover Area Arts Guild 
32 Carlisle Street 

Hanover, PA 17331 
717-632-2521 

 

This newsletter is published by 
the Hanover Area Arts Guild for 
the benefit of its members and 
supporters. Photographs and 
images of member artwork are 
used by permission, and may not 
be reproduced without the 
consent of the artist or 
photographer. 

Wishing you and yours a joyous holiday season 
and a happy, prosperous New Year! 


